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Why me? Restorative Justice Referral Form

Why me? works with victims and perpetrators and their supporters in a Restorative Justice process. Why me? accept referrals involving victims and perpetrators of violent and acquisitive crime in England and Wales at any stage in and beyond the criminal justice system.
Please note we do not routinely accept referrals involving domestic violence, sexual offences or offences against children. 
Please complete this form as thoroughly as possible. Where information is unknown or not applicable, please write NK or NA.

For further information, or to discuss a potential referral, please contact Claire Dodds - Restorative Justice Coordinator on 0203 096 7708, or email claire.dodds@whyme.cjsm.net
	Referral Details


	Name of Agency:
	
	Person referring (role & name):
	

	Phone number:
	
	Email address:
	

	Referral date:
	
	Reason for referral:
	

	Victim’s Details

	First name:
	
	Surname:
	

	Date of Birth:
	
	Address:
	

	Phone numbers:
	
	Email address:
	

	Preferred contact method:
	
	Consent given to contact?: 
	

	Any other relevant info including known risks:
	
	
	

	Offence details

	Offender’s first name:
	
	Offender’s surname:
	

	Offender’s Date of Birth:
	
	Offender’s Address (if referring a prisoner, please include prison number):
	

	Probation Office (if applicable):
	
	Probation Officer’s details (if applicable):
	

	Offence:
	
	Offence date & place:
	

	Sentence:
	
	Sentencing Court & date:
	

	Offence details: (Please attach MG5 – Case Summary where available)
	
	Investigating Officer’s details:
	

	Any conditions in place to prevent contact:
	
	Any other relevant info including known risks:
	


Please email your completed forms to claire.dodds@whyme.cjsm.net
Notes for referral agencies
Restorative Justice is a voluntary process involving the person who has suffered harm, the person who has caused harm, and their supporters, bringing them together to talk about what happened, who was affected and in what ways, and what can be done to help repair the harm.
It is an opportunity for the victim to tell the perpetrator how they and those around them have been affected by what happened and to have their questions answered. For the offender, it is an opportunity to take responsibility for their actions, understand the harm caused and make reparation in some way.
Eligible Cases
Why me? accept referrals within England and Wales involving victims and perpetrators of violent and acquisitive crime at any stage in and beyond the criminal justice system. 
We currently do not routinely accept referrals involving domestic violence, sexual offences or offences against children.

Suitability for RJ
Suitability for a Restorative Justice process is assessed in the first instance by the Restorative Justice Coordinator and then by the Restorative Justice Facilitators upon separately visiting the victim/s and offender/s. 
The following factors suggest suitability in the case of referrals by offender agencies:
· There is a direct victim

· The offender has pleaded guilty

· The offender accepts some responsibility for the offence

· The offender shows some insight into the impact of the offence upon the victim/s

· The offender agrees to meet with the victim/s in a safe environment with trained RJ facilitators

The following factors suggest non-suitability for RJ:
· High risk of self-harm 

· Severe psychiatric disorders

· Where substance misuse is ongoing and very problematic

· Where offenders deny any involvement in an offence
Risk Assessment

Risk assessment is a continuous process undertaken to ensure the safety of all participants. This may lead to a change to the chosen Restorative Justice process in the light of new information and circumstances. 
Confidentiality
The confidentiality of all involved in a Restorative Justice process is protected. Information is only shared in the instance that permission has been given to do so. 
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